Technical assistance applications for Tribal and
Pacific Rim colleges are due December 12, 2014 for
services during the 2015 spring semester.
The summer 2015 Indigenous Faculty Development
Institute will be held at Honolulu Community
College June 8-12, 2015 in Honolulu, HI.
Instruction will focus on Climate Change: Its
Effects on Indigenous Populations.
Applications for both opportunities can be found
online at http://www.nationalpete.org/nsfindigenous-education/

Gary Halvorson, Co-PI, Sitting Bull College
Joni Kerr, Co-PI, Guam Community College
Zetra Wheeler, Co-PI, Salish Kootenai College
Mari Eggers, Montana State Univer sity
Chulee Grove, Honolulu Community College
Mike DeSpain, Envir onmental Dir ector ,
Mechoopda Maidu Indians
Jennifer Worth, Amer ican Association of
Community Colleges

Guam Community College, Northern Marianas
College, and Nebraska Indian College were
awarded services for summer 2013. Diné College,
College of Menominee Nation, Stone Child
College, and Fort Berthold Community College
were awarded services for 2014.

Kirk Laflin, PI and Executive Dir ector , PETE
Sarah Gross, Pr ogr am Coor dinator , PETE
Ellen Kabat-Lensch, Advanced Technology
Environmental and Energy Center (ATEEC)

Contact us at

(207) 771-9020
Web: http://www.nationalpete.org/nsf-indigenous-education/
Program Coordinator: Sar ah Gr oss
Email: sgrosse@maine.rr.com

Native American Saying

“The whole purpose of education is to
turn mirrors into windows”
—Sydney J. Harris

The National Partnership for Environmental Technology Education (PETE) is assisting Tribal and Pacific Rim colleges in improving their Environmental
Technology programs by providing educational resources and professional development to build an informed and up-to-date environmental ‘green’ workforce.

The National Partnership for Environmental Technology Education
(NPETE) will assist Tribal and Pacific Rim Colleges in improving their
Environmental Technology programs as a means to provide education to
build an informed and up-to-date environmental “green” workforce.
National PETE will reach out to the 37 Tribal Colleges and colleges in the
Pacific Rim (U.S. Territories). Educators will be provided with technical
and pedagogical skills to better instruct indigenous students and prepare
them for new and sustainable “green jobs.” As a result, Tribal and Pacific
Rim colleges will attract high school students, non-traditional students,

and undecided majors to enter STEM programming at the collegiate level,
increase enrollments in and graduation rates from two-year STEM
programs, and provide indigenous workers to perform local “green jobs.”

This project will increase STEM skill sets of Tribal and Pacific
Rim students by improving STEM faculty skills and college
programs and by encouraging high school graduates and nontraditional students to enroll in environmental technology and
management programs that serve the needs of their communities.

A week-long workshop for 15
STEM instructors, of which five
spots will be held for Tribal and
Pacific Rim high school
instructors, will be held each
summer. One Institute was held
on a Pacific Island, one was held
at a Tribal College, and one will
be held at a location convenient
to both populations. The institutes
include:

Stipends for participants

Lodging and meals

A half-day intensive
program on indigenous
pedagogy, which will be

filmed and made available
on the project website

Presentations by research
students

Presentations on low-cost,
hands-on, practical research
projects that can be
implemented locally

Indigenous case studies

Mini-grants for assistance
in implementing curricular
projects created as a result
of the Institute
Following each Institute, a
webinar is held to highlight what
the Fellows learned, and the
curriculum they developed. These
are recorded and available online.

present findings at applicable
national conferences.
NPETE will provide collegespecific technical assistance to a
minimum of eight Tribal and/or
A section of the PETE website
Pacific Rim colleges. Chosen
has been dedicated to the project.
institutions will receive up to
It has a link to information from
$3,000 for completion
PETE’s first threeof services. Outcomes
year Tribal College
Education is the key
will be pulled together
NSF ATE project.
that unlocks all
in a report, which will
It also provides
be made available
information on the
doors.
through the project
Fellows programs,
—Mij Ebank
website for other
and links to
recorded webinars and conference
schools to use as a
guide for improving their own
sessions. Technical Assistance
programs. Recipients of
reports are posted as they become
Technical Assistance will also be
available.
provided the opportunity to
http://nationalpete.org/nsf-indigenous-education/

There are 565 federally recognized Tribes in the United States and roughly 4.9 million Tribal individuals. There are 37 Tribal Colleges
serving this population of individuals. Tribal colleges are often the only postsecondary institutions within some of the Nation’s poorest
rural areas. They serve roughly 30,000 full– and part-time students and provide crucial services to communities that suffer high rates of
poverty and unemployment. On the other hand, the colleges in the Pacific Rim are often the only option many indigenous students have
of obtaining secondary education due to their remote locations. Local population on Guam and throughout the Pacific Rim is expected to
boom as the military relocation to Guam from Japan occurs. This new population of people will create a heavy burden on the
infrastructure and increase the demand for social amenities, including education. This project will increase STEM skill sets of Tribal and
Pacific Rim students by improving STEM faculty skills and college programs and by encouraging high school graduates and nontraditional indigenous students to enroll in environmental technology and management programs that serve the needs of their
communities.

