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Disaster Site Response Training for Instructors (DSRT) Program Guide 
 
The Disaster Site Response Training for Instructors (DSRT) is an NPETE “Train-the-Trainer” Training 
Initiative supported with funding from the National Institute for Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS) 
Hazardous Materials Disaster Preparedness Training Program (HDPTP). 

NPETE offers this one-week DSRT annually in conjunction with Barton County Community College (KS), 
an OSHA Ed Center. Training is held at the Indian River State College Treasure Coast Public Safety 
Training Complex in Ft. Pierce, FL.  This program is designed to prepare up to 20 disaster response 
Instructors, who will, upon completion of training, prepare disaster workers across the country. 

Outcome Expectations for Participation in DSRT 
Participants are prepared through a 5-day program to obtain required safety authorizations for public 
and private disaster site responders and workers.  Course work includes: 

• OSHA’s 15-hour Disaster Site Worker (DSW) safety awareness training 
• Hazardous Awareness and Communications 
• Incident Command System 

This training covers two components:  

1. OSHA’s Disaster Site Worker Outreach Training Program (15 hour) provides necessary training to 
workers who provide skilled support or clean-up services in response to natural and/or human-
made disasters. All workers at disaster sites need to be aware of the differences between 
disaster sites and regular construction or demolition worksites.  They must also be able to 
inspect, don, and doff air-purifying respirators. 

2. NPETE Disaster Response Training Institute is delivered by NPETE Master Trainers covering the 
following hands on interactive topics: Characteristics of a Disaster, PPE, hand/power tools, 
Health Hazards, Risk Management, Stop the Bleed, Site Assessment, Incident Command, Search 
and Rescue, Utility Safety, Resiliency & Stress Management, Traffic Control, Fire Extinguisher 
Performance, clean out/muck out/segregate, Chemical Hazard Identification, Debris 
Management, Mold/Asbestos, & Hazmat Disaster Preparedness Training Plan. 

Upon successful completion of the course, participants will receive an NPETE DSRT Participants Card & 
Certificate as well as an OSHA Disaster Site Worker card, not to be confused with the OSHA Disaster Site 
Worker Train-the-Trainer authorization. 

Prerequisites for Participation in DSRT 
More details for the prerequisites are noted in the application release. Details are sent to attendees  
AFTER acceptance to the program. They must be completed by the deadline stated in your acceptance 
letter. Students who register & are accepted for DSRT but do not meet the prerequisites will be dropped 
from the course.  
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Completion of DSRT  
Instructors completing DSRT return to their communities to train and prepare others. Each year they 
collectively train a minimum of 1,500 community college students, alternative/technical high school 
students, Brownfields students, first responders, and community volunteers to respond to local hazmat 
disasters offering 100 courses and 12,000 contact hours of local training annually. 

Following training, participants may use Community College Consortium for Health and Safety Training 
(CCCHST) curriculum to train workers and responders in their local area. Instructors may charge for the 
courses they offer. DSRT Members are asked to report to NPETE the number of courses they provide 
using NPETE’s CCCHST curriculum and/or exercises by creating a profile and utilizing the Data 
Management System (DMS) under DSRT/HDPTP.   NPETE then reports these numbers to the National 
Institute for Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS).   

Please refer to the appendix for the list of courses accepted by NIEHS under the HDPTP Program as well 
as instructions on creating your profile in the NPETE Data Management System (DMS) for course entry.  
When reporting courses, please use the DSRT/HDPTP Button to report training if you are not a CCCHST 
member (if you have never attended the GreatEST Train-the-Trainer).  We appreciate your continued 
support of this program.  

Refreshers 
While this training program does not require a refresher to maintain membership, we do offer to all 
DSRT graduates who are not already CCCHST members the option to attend NPETE Events. This offer is 
good for up to 5 years from your DSRT attendance.  If you opt not to attend NPETE events, we will 
remove you from the network after 5 years.  

NPETE annually offers refresher training for all of its members in the form of an Annual Instructor 
Conference, additional training opportunities through the GreatEST TTT, IBSMART, Respiratory 
Protection etc. as well as “StayFreshers” offered via ZOOM.  NPETE does cover a TBD amount for travel 
expenses for DSRT Members to attend our annual conference and other trainings offered.  StayFreshers 
can be viewed live or recorded for credit. This is a great way to stay connected and remain in our very 
active Network!  

Contact 
Please reach out to us with any questions or if we can be of assistance and visit www.nationalpete.org 
for updated information.  

NPETE Office 
Kirk Laflin, Executive Director     Email: klaflin@maine.rr.com 
Hilary Kesseler, Business Operations Manager   Email: hkesseler@nationalpete.org 
Tim Hunter, Technical Support    Email: thunter@nationalpete.org  
 
Instructors 
James Henderson, Lead Master Trainer    Email: jhende45@yahoo.com  
Rick Rook, Master Trainer     Email: rick.rook@gmail.com  
Dennis Belz, Master Trainer/CBDR    Email: dbelz@coloradobaptists.org  
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